
Elizabeth Island Protected

The Arlington Land Trust is a 
community-based nonprofit 
organization established in 
2000 to protect undeveloped 
land in Arlington. As a  
membership organization,
ALT accepts donations and 
welcomes volunteers
to support its work.

Arlington Land Trust Board
President
Clarissa Rowe

Vice President/Clerk
Ann LeRoyer

Treasurer
Brian Rehrig

Directors
Nellie Aikenhead
Chris Leich
Jennifer Ryan
Ted Siegan
Nathaniel Stevens

Arlington Land Trust News
Editor
Ann LeRoyer

Contributors
Richard A. Duffy
Brian Rehrig
David White

Arlington Land Trust, Inc.  P.O. Box 492, Arlington, Massachusetts, 02476  Phone: 781-643-3156   Email: info@arlingtonlandtrust.org 

NEWSNEWS
V O L U M E  1 0   N U M B E R  1   F A L L  2 0 1 0 / W I N T E R  2 0 1 1

W         E DID IT ! With your help we have purchased Elizabeth Island to  
permanently protect this jewel in Arlington’s Spy Pond. Nearly 500 

individuals and families, local businesses, and foundations contributed to 
the successful Campaign to Protect Elizabeth Island. The formal paperwork 
was completed on December 10, and our partnerships with Mass Audubon 
and Arlington’s Conservation Commission are now in place. 

A Brief History of the Campaign
After several years of negotiations, the land 
trust—with the invaluable guidance of 
Bob Wilber, Mass Audubon’s director of 
land protection—reached a deal in July to 
purchase the two-acre island from its former 
owner, Elaine Sacco, for $250,000. ALT then 

launched the Campaign to raise the pur-
chase price and associated transaction costs 
including appraisals and legal fees. 
	 During the first few months of the Cam-
paign, ALT prepared a proposal for the state’s 
Conservation Partnership Grant Program and 
in October was awarded the maximum grant 
of $85,000. This state program is unusual  
in that it supports land conservation projects  
led by nonprofit organizations rather than 
municipalities. 
	 The Arlington Conservation Commission is 
also a key funder and partner in this effort, 
and on behalf of the Town it will co-hold the 
conservation restriction with Mass Audubon, 
a statewide land conservation and education 
organization. 
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	 The public phase of the campaign was launched at 
Arlington Town Day in September, when ALT set out 
to raise more than $100,000 from local individuals, 
families, and corporations. A highlight of that event 
was the announcement of a $10,000 corporate gift 
from Cambridge Savings Bank. 
 	 To meet the seller’s year-end deadline for closing 
on the purchase of Elizabeth Island, ALT had only a 
few months in which to reach its $265,000 goal. We 
are very grateful to the many dedicated ALT members 
and Arlington residents who rose to the occasion and 
helped us finish the campaign by the end of November. 

Next Steps
A legal conservation restriction (CR) is now be-
ing prepared for approval by the state, laying out 
the guidelines for managing the island. ALT, as the 
owner, has primary responsibility for stewardship of 
this special place; Mass Audubon and the Conserva-
tion Commission will oversee the CR to advise on the 
island’s permanent protection. 
	 ALT board member Nellie Aikenhead will chair a 
new stewardship committee for Elizabeth Island, and 
we welcome volunteers to help monitor the island 
and work on maintenance and environmental educa-
tion projects starting in the spring. 
	 Stewardship workdays will build on the great work 
done by volunteers of the Spy Pond Committee of 
Vision 2020, especially in the ongoing–and increas-
ingly successful–multiyear effort to reduce the in-
festations of phragmites, the tall tasselled reeds that 
have colonized large sections of shorelines around 
the pond and the island. Dense stands of invasives 
such as phragmites displace the diverse native wet-
land plants that provide food and shelter for fish and 
fowl. As the invasives are reduced, we will sow native 
wetland seed mixes to rebuild those natural com-
munities as part of the ALT’s comprehensive island 
management plan.
	 Stay tuned for more information via the ALT Web 
site and email notices.

Skaters enjoy getting out on Spy Pond for a closer look at Elizabeth Island.

At Arlington’s 2010 Town Day,  
Cambridge Savings Bank representatives 
Karen Kindle, Senior VP, Retail & Busi-
ness Banking, CSB (l) and Susan Lapierre, 
Senior VP, Community Relations & CRA 
Officer, CSB (r) present a check to ALT 
board members Brian Rehrig, Clarissa 
Rowe, and Ann LeRoyer.

Thank You, CSB!

Spring will offer opportunities for stewardship and maintenance projects.
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F or many years after the English settlement of Cambridge (of which 
most of present-day Arlington was part until 1807), Elizabeth Island 

was owned in common by the proprietors of the town. In 1704 it was sold 
to Moses Boardman, a tanner, and remained in purely private ownership 
for over 300 years. The Arlington Land Trust’s purchase in 2010 restored 
it as a resource held for the common good. Following are glimpses from 
the last three centuries that reveal a surprisingly colorful history for two 
water-bounded acres in the middle of a pond in Boston’s suburbia.

the route, but the development threat 
remained until 1920, when it was sold to 
the Middlesex Sportsman’s Association, a 
hunt-club that saw conservation value in 
Elizabeth Island as a bird-nesting sanctuary. 
	 Following financial failure of the Sports-
man’s Association during the Great Depres-
sion, Elizabeth Island became available for 
residential development, and in 1940, real 
estate salesman Henry R. DeForest began 
laying the foundation for his “honeymoon-
isle” home he expected to link by bridge 
to the new “Kelwyn Manor” development. 
DeForest abandoned his showy dream, and 
sold Elizabeth Island in 1946. 
	 The island’s most frequent use during 
the next six decades was as a fireworks-
launching site for town celebrations. From 
time to time, the murmur of one or another 
development notion might be heard, but 
none was ever seriously pursued. 

A Short History of Elizabeth Island

The regular use of Elizabeth Island is not well 
documented. For the most part, its owners 
appear to have simply possessed it among 
substantial total property holdings, in an 
era when land was abundant and cheap. In 
1713 title to the island was conveyed to Col. 
Spencer Phipps, who for many years held the 
royal appointments of lieutenant governor 
and acting governor of the Massachusetts  
Bay Colony. 
	 By the end of the 1700s, ownership had 
passed to Col. Thomas Russell, whose 
mother, Elizabeth, was the widow of Revolu-
tionary War martyr Jason Russell. Evidence 
from deed records suggests that Elizabeth 
Russell inspired the island’s name.
	 To potentially support military efforts 
during westward expansion of the United 
States, towns held annual training exercises 
for the local militia. In 1810 Elizabeth Island 
was the centerpiece of colorful “war games” 
between the West Cambridge (Arlington) and 
Watertown forces, during which the “Indian 
encampment” on the island was “bom-
barded” and the “natives” sent fleeing to the 
eastern shore, where they were captured 
and marched in defeat to a “succulent baked 
bean” supper! 
	 The most significant chapter in the history 
of Elizabeth Island centered on its strategic 
location to potentially facilitate construction 
of a railroad line across Spy Pond. In the 
1840s it was decided to pursue an alternative 
route that is today’s Minuteman Bikeway. But 
in 1868, seemingly unlimited desire for rail-
network expansion led the Fitchburg Railroad 
Company to purchase Elizabeth Island and 
build a second rail line through Arlington. 
The Mass. Legislature did not authorize 

By Richard A. Duffy

	 In 2010, ALT launched The Campaign to 
Protect Elizabeth Island, which swiftly suc-
ceeded in the landmark fundraising accom-
plishment of preserving the historical and 
natural resource that is, and is destined to 
remain, Arlington’s Elizabeth Island.

	 There are even more interesting 
tales from the history of Elizabeth 
Island, and vintage images galore, 
to be shared in the coming months. 
A special illustrated commemora-
tive publication on the history of 
the island will be produced by ALT 
member and local historian Rich-
ard A. Duffy. Look for its release in 
conjunction with our spring 2011
celebration of the acquisition and 
protection of Elizabeth Island.

Detail from the 1852 Shields map of West  
Cambridge shows Elizabeth Island as a landmark.  

Jim Poland and Omar Whittemore make camp on Elizabeth Island, circa 1885. 

Photo: Arlington Historical Society

Arlington Historical Society



$5,000 and above
Anonymous (2)
Arlington Conservation Commission
Cambridge Savings Bank
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Fields Pond Foundation
Morton Foundation
William P. Wharton Trust

$2,000-$4,999
Sue & Henry Bass
Judi & Larry Bohn
John & Mary Deyst
Robert Fredieu
Cathy Garnett
Chris & Judy Leich
Ann LeRoyer & Richard McElroy
George & Carolyn Parsons
Steve & Gerry Ricci
Ed & Louise Tsoi

$1,000-$1,999
Anonymous (2)
Mark Halliday & Nellie Aikenhead
Arlington Garden Club
Bob & Elaine Bowes
Martin & Marjorie Cohn
Grace Dingee
Richard Duffy
Steve & Lisa Emsbo-Mattingly
Peggy & Paul Fichera
Nancy Flynn, in memory of Wally Flynn
Lisa Fredman
David White & Mary Gilbert
Bob Havern
Jane & Peter Howard
Jack Johnson
Elizabeth Karpati, in memory of mother
Bob & Harriet Noyes
Roger Tobin & Bonnie Payne
Dan Purcell
Brian & Sheila Rehrig
Judi Berman & Ron Rosenbaum
Clarissa Rowe
Dick Rubinstein
Nathaniel Stevens

$500-$999
Arlington Boys & Girls Club
Kevin & Mimi Barbera
Cori Beckwith
Jennifer Snodgrass & Peter Belknap

Lisa Bielefeld
Christopher Tonkin & Sarah Bixler
Andrew Pockrose & Elizabeth Block
Jackie Brill
Deepto & Jacqueline Chakrabarty
Andy Bush & Ruth Fass
Beth Ann Friedman
Carolyn Fine & Jerry Friedman
Kevin & Ann Greeley 
Nora Frank & Walter Houseman
Barry Margolin
David Markun
Harry P. McCabe
Andrew & Kristin McKee
John Morris
Mary Winstanley O’Connor
Mary & Bancroft Poor
Doug Freundlich & Margo Stark
Doris Lowy and Paul & Nico Zigman

$250-$499
Eric Hall Anderson
Arlington Belmont Crew Club Inc.
Laura Bagnall
Charles & Nancy Barry
John Bilafer
Mildene Bradley
Eliza & Doug Burden
Ciclismo Classico Inc.
Ken Donnelly 
Maureen Duddy
Andrew & Jennifer Forbes
Joey Glushko
Derek Kenney
Kevin & Nicole Knobloch
Patsy & Chuck Kraemer
Alan LaRue, Pam Wolfson  
	 & Therese LaRue
James Levitt
Oakes Plimpton & Patricia Magee
Mariana, Jo & Margie Malva
David McDonald
Don Miller 
Terry Dash & Stephan Miller
Roger & Barbara Moulton
Jean M. Murphy
Cindy Friedman & John Page
Julie Rosenberg
Michael Sacarny
Anne B. Sayigh
J. Richard Sladkey & Sophia Sayigh
Amy and Everett Shorey

Ted Siegan
Ed & Brenda Starr
Laura Tracey
Bruce & Susan Wheltle
Patricia & John L. Worden, III

$100-$249
Anonymous (1)
Carole & Tom Allen 
Brad Amidon 
John W. Andrews 
Olivier J. Aries 
Avenue 3 Real Estate LLC
Eric & Barbara Baatz 
Brad Barber 
Steve Batzell 
George Bell 
Alice Bennett 
David & Monica Bernstein 
Abbe Bjorklund 
Talya Bosch 
Robert Botsford 
Juliana Brazile 
Claire Bryant 
John F. Burckardt 
Clement Van Buren
Beverly Cadorette 
Andrew Caffrey 
Dr. Robert & Mary Carey 
Elinore Charlton 
Russ Cohen 
Kathleen Colwell 
Jan Sullivan & Ed Cuoco
Josh & Lisa Davis 
Roger & Linda Chase Dempsey 
Bill & Barbara Donnelly 
Susanne & Matt Dorson 
DeAnne B. Dupont 
Ellen Duranceau 
Save All Animals - Save Our Earth
Kurt Fischer 
Harold & Carol Forbes 
Maryanna Foskett 
Meghan & Andrew Gardner 
David Gillman 
Gregory Ginet 
Stephen Goodwin 
James A. Greenwood 
William Gresser 
David Wright & Lisbeth Gronlund
Camilla B. Haase 
Sherry Hahn 
Charles Hartshorne 
Edward Herman 
Theron Hermann 
Roderick Holland 
Gwenyth Hooper 
Amy & Simon Horsburgh 
Fiona & Ian Howard 
Jack Hurd 

Jeff Imbaro
Gerald Johnson & Family
Elly & Herb Kagan
Vivian Kalber
Jeffrey Keffer
Maria Kelleher
Christian Klein
Shannon Knuth
Kevin Koch
George Kocur
David Kopans 
Josh Kratka
Nigel Kraus
Diane R. Krause
Marie Krepelka
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Lambrou
Anita C. Lannom
David & Persis Levy
Alan & Pam Linov
Angela Locknar
Denise & Dan Long
Ashley & Adam Lorenz
Yvonne & Mike Manton
Robert P. Marlin
Gilbert Martin
Leslie Mayer
Gail McCormick
James McGough
McGregor & Associates, P.C. 
Mark Glasser & Frank McWeeny
Charlotte Milan
Kenneth Miller
Richard & Deborah Minns
Barbara & Robert Muldoon 
Gregory Holt & Krys Murphy
Venkatesh Natarajan
Judith & Robert Neal
Howard Sard & Rowena Nelson
Flynn Monks & Jennifer Norris
Michelle & Brendan O’Day
Paul & Linda Olsen
William O’Rourke
Dan Ottenheimer
Jennifer & Bradford Parker
Anne & Fred Paulsen 
Cathleen Pfister
Hanspeter Pfister
Judy Player
Douglas Funkhouser  & Beth Quigley
Judy Larsen & Todd Quinto
Bob & Joyce Radochia
Dan Raizen
Jennie Rathbun
Bob & Sheila Rawson
George & Sally Rogers
Joan Roman
Susan Rudd
Jennifer Ryan 
Dolores Schueler 
Julie Schwedock

Thanks to you!
The Arlington Land Trust thanks its members and friends for their 
generous contributions to the Campaign to Protect Elizabeth Island.



Ralph Sexton
Nathan T. Sidley
John R. Solmonese
Philip & Amy Speare
Steve Makowka & Jolie Spring
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George Stephans
Kimberly Stephenson 
Lally Stowell
Fran Streitfeld
John Stutz
Beverly & Peter Sullivan
E. Kelly Sullivan
Richard & Patience Terry
Elizabeth Thompson
Robert Tosi, Jr.
Allan & Barbara Tosti
Matthew Trunnell
Michael Tsuk
Susan Rock Tully
Inge Uhlir
Francis Vaughan
Nan Vlad 
Waltham Land Trust Inc.
Robin Watkins
Lisa Weil
Judy Weinberg
Daniel Whitney
Sandra & Richard Wilburn
Ralph Willmer
Marietta Hitzemann & Daniel Winkler
Lenore & Howard Winkler
Christopher Wren 
Mary & David Wu
Jon Ross & Mary Young
Peter Sanborn & Yukiyo Iida
Mona Zeftel
Erin Phelps & Tanya Zucconi

Up to $100
Carolyn Ricker & Bob Aimo
Dorothy Anger
Martine Gougault & Eric Aranow
John Atwood
Elaine Backman
Janice Bakey
Jonathan Barkan
John Bartenstein
Gerard & Ruth Bartholomew
Richard & Irene Bauer
Paul J. Bayer
Katherine Beer
John Hickman & Lisa Berezin
Bill & Madelon Berkowitz
Colin & Susanne Blair
Jacob & Nancy Bloom
Barbara Boyle
Duke Briscoe
Margaret Buckley
Philip Budne

Karen Buetens
Lisa Carlson-Hill
Susan Carr
Richard & Marie Carroll
Marci Cemenska
Frank Ceppi
Roland Chaput
Janice Clark
Joelita & Tom Cleveland
Susan Jacoby & Ilene Cohen
Kathy Coleman
Lavinia & John Connors
Daphne Durham & Scott Copley
Kenneally Creative
Theodore & Elizabeth Cross
James Cupo
Marianne & David Curren
Joe Curro & Lisa Moncevicz
Louise Davis
Miriam E. Davison
Mary & Steve DeCourcey
Barbara Dickson
Stephen Baker & Sharon Dombeck
Jack & Cheryl Donnellan
Elizabeth Durant
Elizabeth Eaton-Irwin
David Ehmann
Andres Estrada
Laurie Everett
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fanning
Kathy & Peter Feinmann
Margaret Fenner
Clifton & Carmenza Fonstad
Louis & Ann Frontino
Kristen & Marc Garrigus
Mara Georgi
Kathy Gilbert
Myron Gildesgame
Donald & Diane Gillies
Patricia Giulino
Andrea Golden
Rose Udics & Jim Gomes
Erna S. Greene
Linda & Uri Guttman
Kimberly Harding
Susan Hargrave
Nancy Harman
Jo Ann & Karsten Hartel
Kevin Hazel
Jennifer Le Hegaret
Virginia M. Hutchinson
Haig Iskenderian
Frances Johnson
John Johnston
Thomas M. Healey, Jr.
Pam & Gary Kane
Marcie Kaplan
Liz Karagianis
Mary Ellen Kiddle
John Teeven & Marianne Kiklis

Maryanne King
Julie King
Colleen Kirby
Judy Kocur
Pedro & Mary Kokaras
Richard Koolish
Andrew W. Koppel
Carol Kowalski
David Landskov
Jane Lee
John R. Leonard
Tom Lincoln
Elizabeth Logan
Uta-Marion Low
Maria Aliberti Lubertazzi
Gerard Lucente
Ruth Lyddy
J. Bruce MacDonald
Melissa MacDonald
Lauren & Steven Magoun
Conor McKenzie & Julie Marcal
Ellie Maskell
Karen Mathiason
Neal & Lei-Sanne Doo Mayer
Brian McBride
Sandy Vorce & Becky McFall
Patrick McGrath
John & Emily McKeigue
Alex McKillop
Maura & Al McNiff
Pam Meister
Jean Mejia
Charles & Catherine Michaud
Raphael Ezekiel & Kathy Modigliani
Joseph Moore
Pearl Morrison
Colleen Fabian & Emily Mott
Patricia Muldoon
Galen Williamson & Leah Nelson
Larry D. Nichols
William S. Noble
Elizabeth Norden
Arne F. Nystrom
Jane Culbert and Henry Olds
Stephen Oxx
Adam Pachter
Warren Pemsler
Joan Petrowsky
Jane & Dennis Piechota
Assunta Pizzotti
Thomas Block & Dorothy Poole
Richard & Judith Pooley
Michael Ratner
William Reardon
Ellen & Allen Reedy
Peggy Regan
Tom & Fran Reidy
Tim Grove & Ann Marie Reilly
Lisa & Stephen Reynolds
Don & Nancie Richardson

Jennifer Roderick
Stroker Rogovin
Edward Romar
Karen & Michael Rookwood
Jean Rosenberg
Caroline Ross
Philip Rowley
Lisa Rubens
Eileen Eisele & Greg Ruccio
Sandra Ruggiero
Diane Saparoff
Frances Saunders
Elinor A. Scannell
Corinne Schippert
Brad Bennett & Barbara Schwartz
Myra Schwartz
Christine Scypinski
Marguerite Seeley
Malachy Shaw-Jones
Eileen Sheehan
Linda Holder & Noreen Shillue
Katsuyuki Shiroguchi
Leonard & Louise Silver
Virginia W. Simons
Marion Sitomer
Barbara Skinner
Dick & Ann Smith
Devorah R. Smith
Emily Snyder
Susan Soares
Nancy Solomon
Deidre Sousa
William Stein
Steve Stodola
Joris Naiman & Lesya Struz
Mr. & Mrs.  Herbert Swanstrom
William & Lynn Taber
Patrick Guthrie & Aimee Taberner
Linda Takata
Kathryn & Michael Tighe
Carolyn Tobey
Richard Traverse
Tim Blackman & Amy Travis
Geri Tremblay
Betty Trembly
Emma Trembly
Jim & Carole Vallenga
Corinna Vanderspek
Barbara Wagner
Carol T. Walsh
The Weitzman Giving Fund
James Whinfield
Donald & Melissa White
Josh Lobel & Laura Wiener
Sharon Wilke
Wallace & Beverly Williams
Joseph Zarba
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Nature cooperated for a banner vol-
unteer workday at Arlington’s Great 
Meadows on Saturday, October 23, 

when approximately sixty people of all ages 
turned out to remove woody vegetation in 
an upland area of the meadow. Organized 
by Friends of Arlington’s Great Meadows 
(FoAGM), the event culminated years of 
planning with the goal of restoring several 
acres of meadows that were becoming 
woodlands. The meadow restoration will 
reopen a vista near the northwestern  
entrance off Bryant Road in East Lexing-
ton and enhance the diversity of plant and 
animal life.
	 Local area Cub Scouts (mainly Cub Scout 
Pack 306 students from Pierce, Strat-
ton, and Bishop schools in Arlington), 
Daisy Scouts, and their parents joined the 
workday with great enthusiasm, along with 
members of Citizens for Lexington Con-
servation (CLC) and other volunteers from 
Arlington and Lexington. Twenty high school 
seniors and their chaperones from Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, who were in the area visiting 
colleges, also helped with clearing brush.  
Hundreds of staghorn sumac, buckthorn, 
Japanese honeysuckle, grey birch, and a 
few quaking aspen trees were cut down, 
hauled, and piled.  Much of the buckthorn 
was pulled out by the roots using weed 

A 	n ad hoc group organized by  
Arlington’s Open Space Committee 
has been studying the feasibility of a 

linear park along  Mill Brook, an important 
ecological and historical feature that travels 
nearly three miles through the center of 
town, parallel to both Massachusetts Avenue 
and the Minuteman Bikeway. 
	 Enhancement of and improved access to 
existing open spaces are key goals of the 
Town’s Open Space and Recreation Plan, and 
recent Town projects at Cooke’s Hollow and 
Wellington Park brought renewed interest to 
the linear park concept. These are just two 
of the Town-owned facilities that abut Mill 
Brook, thus offering public entry points for 
greater access to the corridor. Other proper-
ties are the Arlington Reservoir, Hurd Field, 
Arlington High School and fields, Buzzell 
Field, Mt Pleasant Cemetery, and Meadow-
brook Park. 
	 In April 2010, the Mill Brook Linear Park 
Study Group produced a report that outlined 
current conditions, challenges, and op-
portunities for seven sections along the Mill 
Brook corridor. The report proposed linking 
these properties together in a greenway with 
pedestrian facilities and other improvements 
to help restore the environmental and visual 
qualities of Mill Brook. This work involved 
reviewing parcel lines, lot ownership, and 
current uses, as well as photo-documenting 
the conditions of the brook and its nearby 
built neighborhood. 
	 The group is also working closely with the 
Planning Department and Redevelopment 
Board in conjunction with their ongoing 
efforts to enhance economic development 
opportunities and overlay zoning revisions in 
Arlington. The former Brigham’s site offered 
opportunities for OSC members to attend 
ARB meetings about that site in order to 
reinforce attention to the brook and adjacent 
parklands as part of the redevelopment 
process. 
	 For more information about the Mill 
Brook project, contact OSC member Lisa 
Decker at lisadec@gmail.com.The 2010 re-
port is available on the Town Web site: www.
town.arlington.ma.us/Public_Documents/
ArlingtonMA_BComm/OpenSpace/projects/
MillBrookLinearPark

Arlington’s Great Meadows  
Restoration Project

wrenches to prevent regrowth. The next 
phase of the project is to obtain a permit to 
safely burn the brush pile. The cleared area 
will need ongoing maintenance to prevent 
the regrowth of invasive woody vegetation.
	 The restoration plan for this project was 
developed by Jeffrey Collins of Mass Audu-
bon’s Ecological Extension Service. This 
work has been approved by the Arlington 
Board of Selectmen, which owns the land. 
More information about this project and 
other FoAGM activities can be found at  
www.foagm.org, or contact Mike Tabac-
zynski at mjt1@rcn.com.

Cub Scouts and parents helped with the upland meadow restoration project in October.

Photo: David W
hite

Mill Brook  
Linear Park

ALT MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

If you have not already renewed your 
ALT membership, please go to the 
Web site (www.arlingtonlandtrust.org) 
to download a copy of the member-
ship form, or sign up at network-
forgood.org to renew online. Thank 
you again. If you have any questions, 
please contact ALT at info@arlington-
landtrust.org.
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Located just over the Arlington/Lexington border and 
abutting the Arlington Reservoir, Busa Farm has been a 
family farm since the 1920s. For many years the farmers 
have offered their produce through memberships in a Com-
munity Supported Agriculture (CSA) program and at farmers 
markets in Arlington and other nearby towns, as well as at 
the long-established farm stand on Lowell Street. Now this 
agricultural legacy is threatened.

Lexington Town Meeting in May 2009 authorized the pur-
chase of the nearly eight-acre farm property for about 
$4.1 million, using Community Preservation Act funds. 
This state law permits land purchased by eligible cities and 
towns to be used for open space (including agriculture, 
conservation, and recreation), historic preservation, and af-
fordable housing. The farm sale was completed in December 
2009, and Lexington now leases the land to former owner 
and farmer Dennis Busa, who has continued to operate the 
farm stand and CSA. 

The Lexington Board of Selectmen appointed a seven-
member Busa Land Use Proposal Committee (BLUPC) to 
identify desirable future uses of the land, and through-
out 2010 the committee held many meetings to gather 
ideas. In late October, Arlington’s Department of Planning 
and Community Development held a forum specifically for 
Arlington residents to provide input to the committee. Their 
overwhelming consensus was for continued farm uses, 
including community farming and educational opportunities 
for all ages.

On Arlington’s Belmont/Cambridge border, legislative action 
is attempting to protect another important natural resource 
threatened with development. 

	 The Friends of Alewife Reservation and many other advocates have 
worked tirelessly for many years to protect the unique urban wood-
land known as the Silver Maple Forest and its many wild inhabitants 
(including deer, coyote, fox, and many bird species). The area is also 
prone to flooding, and additional development in this wetland area 
will exacerbate the problem in all three communities.
	 To maintain public attention on this property, Representative Will 
Brownsberger of Belmont and Senator Steven Tolman of Watertown 
cosponsored House 701, a bill that would kick-start the conversation 
about state acquisition of this land, also known as the Belmont Up-
lands. The cosponsors had strong legislative support from Arlington’s 
Senator Ken Donnelly and Representative Sean Garballey, among 
many other legislators, and the bill passed in early January 2011. 		
While Governor Deval Patrick has not signed the bill for enactment 
as hoped, Rep. Brownsberger notes that it will nonetheless have the 
desired effect because the Secretary of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has agreed to move the process forward as prescribed by  
the legislation.
	 The bill asks the Secretary to determine an appraisal value of the 
Silver Maple Forest, which in turn will help inform a decision about 
whether the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) will 
acquire the forest if the owner is willing to sell at that price. The bill 
then gives local municipalities 120 days to determine how much,  
if anything, they will contribute to the purchase of the property (from 
their own funds or privately raised donations). If the necessary funds 
are raised, then DCR will acquire the property and add it to the 
Alewife Reservation.
	 The bill does not include an appropriation, leaving it the DCR  
Commissioner to determine any state contribution toward the 
purchase from its bond-funded land acquisition program. The state 
and local communities have very limited funds this year, but the bill 
provides a framework to continue the conversation about the future 
of this important urban wild site. 
	 For more information on the legislation and future actions, visit 
Rep. Brownsberger’s Web site at willbrownsberger.com.

Busa Farm awaits a new growing season and a decision 
on its future.

The Future of the Silver Maple Forest 

Prospects for Busa Farm

The BLUPC is now evaluating three formal proposals that 
represent primary interests in a community farm, afford-
able housing, and playing fields, although all proposals 
suggest some degree of mixed uses. While the strongest 
support has been expressed by both the community and the 
BLUPC for significant community farming activity with some 
affordable housing, the committee will not submit its formal 
report and recommendations to the Lexington Selectmen 
until February 2011. 

For more information, visit http://ci.lexington.ma.us/ 
committees/busalanduse.cfm

Photo: Ann LeRoyer



UPCOMING EVENTS

P.O. Box 492
Arlington, MA 02476

Massachusetts Land Conservation Conference 
The 21st Massachusetts Land Conservation Conference offers 30+ workshops 
for land trust volunteers and staff, open space committee and conservation 
commission members, agency staff, elected officials, watershed associations and 
anyone else committed to land conservation in Massachusetts. It is convened by 
The Trustees of Reservations’ Putnam Conservation Institute and the Massachu-
setts Land Trust Coalition, and is cosponsored by Mass Audubon, The Nature 
Conservancy, The Trust for Public Land, and the Land Trust Alliance. 
	 The 2011 theme is “Climate Change and Land Conservation” with a focus on 
raising awareness about climate change and ways in which land conservation 
and stewardship can contribute to mitigation and adaptation. For more informa-
tion: www.massconservation.org
 
When: Saturday, March 26, 8 am–4 pm 
Where: Worcester Technical High School, Worcester, MA 

EcoFest: Focus on Water
“How You Affect the Water That Affects You” is the theme of this year’s EcoFest, 
an annual event cosponsored by the Town of Arlington Department of Public 
Works, Conservation Commission, and Open Space Committee, as well as the 
Arlington Garden Club and Vision 2020/Sustainable Arlington Committee, and 
other committees and local businesses.

When: Saturday, March 26, 10 am–2 pm
Where: Arlington Town Hall

Arlington Land Trust
Annual Meeting and Celebration

of the Campaign  
to Protect Elizabeth Island

Friday, January 28, 2011
7:00–9:00 pm
Masonic Lodge

19 Academy Street, Arlington

Music, Drinks, and Hors d’oeuvres

Speakers include
Richard Duffy,  

Arlington Historical Society 
Bob Wilber, Mass Audubon


